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Synopsis

CLASSICS OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION is a collection of articles carefully chosen for their
readability and continuing contribution to the study of Public Administration. Written by the most
significant scholars from the field, these classics focus on topics and issues that are recognized as

important ongoing themes in the field of Public Administration.
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Customer Reviews

Jay M. Shafritz is Professor Emeritus of Public and International Affairs at the University of
Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania. He is the author, co-author, or editor of more than 40 textbooks and
reference books on business and public administration. He holds a doctorate from Temple
University and an MPA from the Baruch College of the City University of New York.Albert C. Hyde is
currently an advisory consultant for the U.S. Department of Interior and U.S. Forest Service on
federal policy and strategy development. He was previously a senior consultant for the Brookings
Institution in Washington, D.C., from 1992 to 2008. His academic experience includes directing
public administration programs at San Francisco State University and the University of Pittsburgh.
He holds an MPA and a PhD from the State University of New York at Albany.Sandra J. Parkes is
the Associate Dean of Continuing Education at the University of Utah, where she also teaches in the
Public Administration Program. Her primary teaching and research interests are in the areas of

organizational behavior and development, organizational leadership and change, motivation, human



resource management, transfer of training, arts administration, and the practice of management.
Her most recent publication was a chapter in the HANDBOOK OF PUBLIC MANAGEMENT
PRACTICE AND REFORM. She has been a management consultant and trainer in business,
nonprofit organizations, and government and works extensively with the municipal clerk and fire
service professions. Her doctorate is from Arizona State University, and her Master’s degree from

the University of Wyoming.

| purchased this textbook because it was a requirement for a class in my MPA program, and am
happy to say it is a very informative book. It is full of essays from the foremost minds in the field of
public administration and is set up in an easy to follow manner. It is broken out in chronological
order based on different advancements in the field of public administration. | recommend this book
for anyone interested in learning more about public administration. As a professional working in the
field, a lot of what | am reading is extremely applicable and can be implemented immediately. | also
recommend purchasing from . As a student | received Prime for free and was able to get my
textbook shipping for free. In addition, the price for this textbook was significantly less than
anywhere else | researched. also had a nice deal where they gave $5 in free MP3 purchases for

every textbook purchased, which is a nice little perk.

Just beginning my MPA journey with Capella University and this was the required textbook for one
of my first two courses. Let me just say that prior to purchasing this text, | did not understand how a
textbook could be rated as four and five stars. Now after having completed the course | completely
understand. This textbook is a wealth of information and concepts relevant to all servants of public
administration. Yes, the first couple of chapters assigned will not be in order, and hence, the text
could be initially considered boring. However, allow me to reassure you that this was not the case.
In a short period of time, | found that the text had so much great information that | wanted to use as
much of it as possible for all the assignments. Even though | had purchased the e-edition, | went
ahead and purchased this hard copy as well. You will learn a lot with this text. My only advice is to
absorb as much of the information as possible and find a way to make it stick, and enjoy the text.
Also, do not purchase the International Edition (my first mistake) because the chapters are in
scrambled order and | found an entire chapter missing from it that was contained in the domestic

edition. Best of luck on your journey!

| recently completed my MPA few months ago (2012-2014) and | must say this is one book that'll



provide everything you need to know in preparing yourself for a COMP Exam or graduation exam. It
has all the crucial articles by its distinguished eras and useful excerpts in-between chapters and
eras. If you're looking to minimize your spending on books while taking MPA, this should be on top

of your list!

It has all the Public Administration classics: Wilson, Weber, Follet, Gulick, Barnard, Maslow, Simon,
Lindblom, Allison, Taylor, Goodnow, McGregor and Waldo. This is a keeper for all Public

Administration students. A good reference book.

The text is a comprehensive assortment of various and sundry theories of bureaucracy and
organizational theory of the public and private sector and its interrelationship with sociology and

psychology.

| had to buy this for my class, and it is literally the most boring book | have ever read in my life. | am
happy that | rented it. It's a good book because it has all the classic writings on public
administration, but it is BORING!

Awesome book. Makes you think! Another book used at Indiana State University!

Basically, this book contains many of the classic PA articles in one handy format. The authors give a
brief description and summary of each time period, then the articles follow. Necessary to see where

PA has come from and gives hints of where it is going.
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